
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1 80 Recent Literature. [February, 

and hunting on the plains, seeking for gold in the canons, bear- 
hunting and exploring on the mountains, and glimpses of Indian 
and of military life at reservations and army posts. The sketches 
are true to life, and are much better reading for youth than the 
ordinary hunting romances which are written by the successors 
of Captain Mayne Reid. The illustrations are capital, particu- 
larly those engraved on wood. The accompanying engraving of 
pronghorns killing a rattlesnake by jumping upon it, is a fair ex- 
ample of the illustrations. The author refers to it without, how- 
ever, describing the incident. Particularly good also are the 
sketches entitled " shooting the bighorns," that representing a 
fight between an elk and a buffalo, and another depicting the 
tragic result ; the full-page illustration of a group of mule deer 
is good, while all the illustrations, as well as the press-work, 
are excellent. Mr. Ingersoll is an ornithologist, and scatters 
through the book sketches of his feathered friends. 

Flower's Fashion in Deformity. 1 — That some of the fashions 
of the highest civilization of the present day are dependent on 
grave deformities of the body, almost goes without saying. The 
hideous fact is only relieved by the knowledge that most if not 
all savage and barbarous peoples have their fashions, which are 
only more exacting and unaccountable than those of the Euro- 
pean races. The wearing of earrings has descended to us from 
our savage ancestors. The bandaging and strange deformity of 
the head still practiced in France in the neighborhood of Tou- 
louse, and common in many parts of the continent, and even ob- 
served in England within the memory of living people, and 
which produces an elongated and laterally constructed form of 
the head, is the same in kind with the more marked deformities 
produced by the Flat-head Indians and the ancient Peruvians. 
Professor Flower shows that the present high-heeled style of 
lady's shoe is only less injurious in its effects than the Chinese 
lady's foot, and that the pointed shoes worn by men likewise 
injure the shape and usefulness of the foot. Perhaps, however, 
the most grave and alarming deformity has been reserved for the 
highest civilization and for the feminine leaders of society ; we 
refer to the wearing of tight corsets. The effects of this practice 
are too well known, but a glance at Harper's Bazar for Septem- 
ber, teaches us that tight-lacing was never more demanded by 
fashion than now. The admirable and judicious little work of 
Professor Flower calls fresh attention to the fact that in admiring 
the constricted waist of ladies and the symmetrically pointed 
shoes of men of fashion, " we are opposing our judgment to that 
of the Maker of our bodies ; we are neglecting the criterion af- 
forded by nature ; we are departing from the highest standard of 

1 Nature Series. Fashion and Deformity, as illustrated in the customs of barbar- 
ous and civilized races. By William Henry Flower, LL.D , F.R.S., etc. With 
illustrations. London: Macmillan & Co., 1881. l2mo, pp. 85. Price, 75 cents. 
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classical antiquity ; we are simply putting ourselves on a level in 
point of taste with the Australians, Botocudos, and Negroes. 
We are taking fashion and nothing better, higher or truer, for 
our guide." 

Catalogue of the Batrachia Salientia of the British 
Museum. Second Edition. 1 — This most recent of the series of 
catalogues of the collection in the British Museum will prove in- 
valuable to batrachologists, who have long felt great need of such 
a condensation of their united labors. Since the issue of the 
first edition of this work, a great number of new forms have been 
discovered, and the British Museum collection has tripled in the 
number of specimens during the last twenty years. 1 he classifi- 
cation followed is principally that of Cope — the Phaneroglossa 
are divided by their sternal characters into Firmisternia and 
Arcifera with their families, while the Aglossa are separated into 
the families Dactylethridae and Pipidse. 

The Firmisternia include both the toothless and toothed forms 
with firmly united sternum, whilst the Arcifera are also made up 
of toothed and toothless forms, the presence or absence of teeth 
being considered subordinate to the characters drawn from the 
sternum. The group of Bufoniformia is thus not recognized. 
The families adopted are almost entirely those of Cope, with the 
exception that the Scaphiopidse and Pelodytidse are united with the 
Pelobatidae. Two new families, the Dyscophidae and Amphignath- 
odontidae are defined by Mr. Boulenger. 

This is undoubtedly the best systematic work on the Batrachia 
anura yet published. We think the author, if a second edition 
is called for, will modify his work in the following respects : 
Firstly by the adoption of the genera characterized by the degree 
of ossification of the cranial bones. This will divide his Hyla into 
four genera, viz. : Hyla, Scytopis, Osteocephalus and Trachy- 
cephalus. It will introduce a number of genera of Cystignathidae, 
and strengthen the definitions of those already adopted. There 
is no sound reason for neglecting these characters, as they are 
quite as constant as any of those adopted by Mr. Boulenger, such 
as the palmation of the fingers and toes, the parotoid glands, etc. 
Secondly, he will probably adopt as a genus that form of Hylidae 
which has the pollex present and represented by a sharp spine, 
which has been named by Brocchi, Ptectrohyla, but which is equi- 
valent to Wagler's long prior Hypsiboas, which name was used 
for it by Cope, who first defined the genus. 

Materiaux pour l'Histoire Primitive et Naturelle de 
l'Homme. — This anthropological journal, published at Toulouse, 
France, under the direction of M. Etnile Cartailhac, has now 

1 Catalogue of a Batrachia Salientia, s. Ecaudata,'m the collection of the British 
Museum, Second Edition. By George Albert Boulenger. London. Printed by 
order of the Trustees. 1882. 



